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openly raised its head in the Communist Party. Whatever I
spoke, explanations came to be demanded from Balan. He was
often placed in awkward situations because of me. We used to have
very interesting discussions, in private, concerning such developments.
I felt sad that because of our espousal of the concept of support
for Congress, our own party comrades suspected our political integrity
and loyalty, and actually defamed us. Such a trend gravely weakens
the spirit of comradeship that is the very basis of party life. If basic
trust is undermined, can "politics" suffice to save the Communist
Party? Defaming scurrilously, fomenting enmity, and levelling
false accusations in order to settle scores with those who hold differ-
ing political views are all components of the "DMK culture."
To use international parlance they represent the mentality of fascism.
When the disease showed its head in the Communist Party I was
filled with anguish.

NOTES
^Murasoli, a daily newspaper, was started by M. Karunanid hi, the present Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu. Karunanidhi had initially launched it in his home town
of Tiruvarur as a handwritten journal several years ago when he was a worker in
the Dravida Kazhagam.
2 Vijayabhaskaran was the son of Vadivel Filial of Dharapuram, an eminent
patriot. He came to the Communist Party through the student movement in
Annamalai University. When the party was banned, he served it secretly from
outside. For a while he ran a political journal, Vidivelli. In 1954 he started a
progressive literary journal named Saraswathi. With considerable enthusiasm he
encouraged me in my literary work by printing several of my earlier writings in
Saraswathi. He is at present assistant editor of Soviet Nadu.
3Vijayabhaskaran stopped publishing Saraswathi and launched Samaran
as an ideological weapon in the struggle against DMK politics. Ismat Pasha who
was then alive gave him permission to use the name Samaran for the new journal.